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Joint Statement

The Contribution of Nurses to the work of the INGO Health Grouping in the Council of Europe

This jointly prepared statement by the European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN), the International Council of Nurses (ICN) and the European Region of the International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico Social assistants (CICIAMS) urges the Health Grouping to broaden the agenda and to link social and health care aspects, and to some extent to link the agenda to some extent with that of the EU. Our 3 groups offer our expertise, particularly in the fields of public health, health education, workforce planning and promoting respect for human dignity and access to all fundamental rights

The Contribution of Nurses to the work of the INGO Health Grouping in the Council of Europe

There are approximately six million nurses in Europe whose work is fundamental to improving the health status of our people. These nurses are skilled professionals working in the acute, primary and community settings.

Reviewing the activities of the INGO Health Grouping in 2005, we see that EFN, ICN and CICIAMS can offer a broad expertise to intensify and deepen the work of the Grouping, especially in the fields of public health, health education, workforce planning, and promoting respect for human dignity and access to fundamental rights. From our understanding of holistic care, and through our professional experience, we feel that both social and healthcare aspects should be seen and linked.

We strongly believe the members of the Health Grouping should focus on the need to broaden the Health Grouping's agenda. Workforce planning, including migration of European health professionals, and HIV/AIDS are two important examples. In the discussion on palliative care and in the discussion on the Marty draft report we have shown that we are ready to give an important contribution, especially on ethical and human rights issues. With regard to the European Social Charter, Article 11 and Article 13, we see that nurses are able to identify and develop strategies to improve services in the field of health protection and to ensure that the right to social and medical assistance can be achieved.

It would also seem appropriate to link the Grouping agenda, at least to some extent, to policy issues currently on the European Union agenda. This will, from an NGO perspective, empower leadership, coherency and fruitful outcomes for the European citizens. In broadening the Health Grouping structure and agenda there will be a need to allow more time for discussions on strategies and priorities during Health Grouping meetings, and maybe more extensive use of working groups.

EFN, ICN and CICIAMS are committed to deepen and intensify their collaboration in the INGO Health Grouping in the Council of Europe in order to really make use of their participatory status.

Statement Sponsors


The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) was established in 1971. EFN represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. Members consist of national nurses’ associations from the twenty-five EU Member States. Associate Members are drawn from nursing associations in countries which are members of the Council of Europe. The mission of EFN is to safeguard the status and practice of the profession of nursing and the interests of nurses in the EU and Europe
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The International Council of Nurses (ICN) is a federation of 125 national nurses associations representing the millions of nurses worldwide.  ICN is the international voice of nursing and works to ensure quality care for all and sound health policies globally
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The International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico Social assistants – CICIAMS – was founded 1933 in Lourdes (France). The CICIAMS European Region represents 17 catholic Nurses Associations from 14 European countries. The objectives of CICIAMS are PROMOTION of catholic nurses in achieving high professional standards, CO-ORDINATION and networking on international level, work on ethical issues in the healthcare professions on the basis of a Christian understanding and PARTICIPATION in the development of the nursing profession, in International health care programs, in Nursing research and science on the basis of a Christian Understanding. 
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