
[image: image1.png]QITES Ot
S ",

&
§.&




[image: image2.png]QITES Ot
= ",

&
§.&




[image: image3.png]IIIIIII




Joint Statement 

The Contribution of Nurses to the Health of the People of WHO European Region

Summary 

There are six million nurses across the WHO European Region whose work is fundamental to improving the health status of the peoples of the WHO European Region.  This statement highlights the present and potential contribution of nurses to selected health objectives of the WHO European Region. 

Statement Sponsors 

This statement has been jointly produced by the European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN), the Catholic Nurses Organisations (CICIAMS) and the International Council of Nurses (ICN).

The Contribution of Nurses to Health Priorities in WHO Europe
Nurses are skilled professionals working in both acute, primary and community settings. For example, nurses can contribute to the following WHO European health challenges:

1. Smoking

About 215 million Europeans smoke of whom 130 million are male. Smoking prevalence amongst young people aged 15-18 is estimated at 30%. Nurses work with clients in a variety of settings such as home, school, clinics, hospitals and work-places. We are well placed to discuss health risks related to tobacco consumption and provide advice on cessation. Nurses can empower the European Citizens to take responsibility for their health. 

2. Mental Health

The 2005 WHO Ministerial Conference on Mental Health will highlight the importance of a multi-disciplinary approach to address the challenges of improving mental health across the WHO European Region. Nurses are able to identify and implement strategies to improve services and maintain the human dignity of WHO Europe’s most vulnerable people. Moreover, we need to be involved in developing these strategies and look forward to being represented at the 2005 Ministerial Conference.

3. HIV/Aids

The WHO Region has the steepest increase in HIV infections in the world and an estimated 1.56 million people are living with HIV/Aids in the Region.  Nurses are committed to reducing the spread of HIV/Aids and improving the care of those affected. This includes contributing to local and national programmes to reduce the transmission of sexually transmitted infections.

4. Health and the Environment

Nurses have supported the work undertaken by WHO European Office in identifying priorities for addressing the environmental influences on health.  Nurses welcome the opportunity to contribute to preparations for a Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environmental Health in 2009.
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The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) was established in 1971. EFN represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. Members consist of national nurses’ associations from the twenty-five EU Member States. Associate Members are drawn from nursing associations in countries which are members of the Council of Europe. The mission of EFN is to safeguard the status and practice of the profession of nursing and the interests of nurses in the EU and Europe

Clos du Parnasse, 11A - B-1050 Brussels – Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 512 74 19 - Fax: +32 2 512 35 50

Email: efn@efn.be  Web: www.efnweb.org

The International Council of Nurses (ICN) is a federation of 125 national nurses associations representing the millions of nurses worldwide.  ICN is the international voice of nursing and works to ensure quality care for all and sound health policies globally


3, Place Jean Marteau - 1201 - Geneva – Switzerland


 Tel: +41 22 908 01 00 - Fax: + 41 22 908 01 01 

E-mail: icn@icn.ch Web: www.icn.ch  


The International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico Social assistants – CICIAMS – was founded 1933 in Lourdes (France). CICIAMS represents about 60 catholic Nurses Associations from 5 continents. The CICIAMS European Region represents 17 catholic Nurses Associations from 14 European countries. The objectives of CICIAMS are PROMOTION of catholic nurses in achieving high professional standards, CO-ORDINATION and networking on international level, work on ethical issues in the healthcare professions on the basis of a Christian understanding and PARTICIPATION in the development of the nursing profession, in International health care programs, in Nursing research and science on the basis of a Christian Understanding. 

Vergot Square – 1030 Brussels – Belgium


Tel: + 32 2 737 97 80 – Fax: + 32 2 734 84 60

European Regional Secretariat
Maria Theresia Strasse 10 – D- 79102 Freiburg – Germany 
Tel: + 49 761 70 86 11 38 - Fax: + 49 761 70 86 11 16
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