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	EFN POSITION PAPER 
ON THE TREATY ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE 



	The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. The mission of EFN is to promote the interests, status and practice of the profession of nursing in the EU. 

EFN welcomes the launch of the Treaty to prepare the next Intergovernmental Conference as broadly and openly as possible. The Single European Market stands for liberating the free movement of goods, regulated professions and their services so that they are responsive to individual citizens’ needs. Nurses are the largest occupational group in the healthcare sector, providing the majority of direct patient care, and often play a pivotal role in initiating change and improvement at local level and advocating patient rights; they can make a significant contribution to achieving the European Health agenda. 

In order to promote a high level of public health and safety of patients and health care workers, EFN calls on the Treaty to:

· Place health in the top four priorities for EU action (in accordance with the Euro barometer survey of June 2001); 

· Make patient rights key in future European health legislation; 

· Install pan-European education measures for health care professionals and co-operation between health care institutions. This will ensure that the Commission’s key objective to strengthen health education and health promotion policy, and boost professional mobility and exchange of best practice will be met.  

· Inform EU citizens about their cross-border health care rights and the quality assurance of health care services provided by health care professionals; 

· Ensure evidence-based research is incorporated into healthcare and establish binding and non-binding cross-European standards in health care; 

· Strengthen the capacity of NGOs to contribute to future health policy; 

· Introduce equal access to high-quality healthcare into the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights;

· Introduce incentives for Member States to develop innovative approaches to health care policy and to evaluate the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of products and services in health care;

· Provide a legal base for EU health policy in the EC Treaty to enable the Council and the Parliament to pursue more pro-active EU health care policy, including promotion and protection of European citizens' health;  

· Ensure that health is considered in all EU policies through a Cross-Commission taskforce.  It is important to retain the European principle of subsidiarity, but there needs to be greater clarity about the impact of EU legislation on health care.
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